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REPORT 


OF THE 


COMMITTEE 


The PETITION of the Principal 
INHABITANTS of the City and Liberty 
of Weftminfler was referred. 


H E Committee to whom the Petition of the Principal In- 
habitants of the ſeveral Pariſhes of St. Martin in the Fields, 
St. Anne, St. Fames, St. George Hanover-Square, and St. 
Margaret, within the Liberty of Weftmin/ter, in Behalf of 
themſelves, and the reſt of the Inhabitants of the ſaid reſpective Pa- 
rithes, was referred, have, in Purſuance of your Order, proceeded to 
take the ſame into Conſideration: 


ND, to avoid that Confuſion which muſt have ariſen in a blended 

Enquiry, as well as to diſtinguiſh thoſe Pariſhes, in which the 
8 Errors might be found, from ſuch as might deſerve leſs Cen- 

re, determine to conſider the Allegations of the Petitioners, with 
reſpect to each Pariſh diſtinctly, under which Determination of the 
Committee, the Agents for the Petitioners readily acquieſced, obſerv- 
ing only, that as the ſeveral Pariſhes had united in one Complaint, they 
did not take upon them to prove the full Allegations of that Complaint 
leperately in each Pariſh, but in all the Pariſhes taken together, which 
were named in the Petition. 


The Committee then proceeded upon the Pariſh of St. Martin. 


Mr. Shate and Mr. Adderley, Agents for the Petitioners in that 
Pariſh, firft undertook to prove, That the Veſtry aſſeſſed and able 
B the 


66 3 , 
the Watch-Rate ; in Support of which Allegation, they produced 
the Watch-Rate of the Vear 1740, 1 75 by ſeveral Meinbers of 


the Veſtry, whoſe Hands were proved by Mr. Afidaleton, Collector, 


ahd Mr. William Godfrey, Veſtry-Clerk of the ſaid Pariſh. . 


The latter of whom being examined concerning the Method of ma- 
king the Rates, ſaid, That he uſually made out the Rate from that 
of the former Year, leaving Blanks for the Sums to be charged upon 
the reſpective Inhabirants, which Blanks are afterwards filled up by 
the Veſtry. That theſe Rates are always caſt up before the Iuſtices 
ſigned them, and that no Alterations are made in them after they are 
ſo ſigned, which was in about a Week after the Rate has been maid 
up as aforeſaid. | | — 

W hereupon the Agents for the Petitioners produced the Watch-Rate 
for Drurv-Lane and Long-Acre Ward of 1741, in which Books not a 
ſingle Page was added together; from which the Managers preſumed 
the Rates may have been left open in former Years till the Collection 
was ended. | > C 
Io this the Petioners likewiſe produced the Book of Veſtry Orders 
for the faid Pariſh, wherein it appeared, that a Committee of Vettry 
was appointed, Sebtember 21, 1/25, (Vide Appendix, Numb. I.) to ex- 
amine the Poor's-Rate, to make it more equitable, and to rectify it; 
and that it was there reſolved, That 1s. in the Pound mutt be raiſed 
for the Relief of the Poor in that Parith for the Year enſuing ; and 
your Committee dejiring to be informed, whether the Practice had 
deen the fame in latter 1 imes, | | | 27 

An Order of Veſtry was produced from the ſame Book, dated April 
5, 1740, (Vide Appendix, Numb. II.) refolving, That the Rate for 
the Poor ſhould be at 8d. in the Pound; and it appeared further, that, 
on the 24th of the ſame Month, ¶ Dae Appendix, Numb, III.) the ſaid 


Reſolution was read, and, upon further Conſideration, was repealed 
by the Veſtry, and by them increaſed to 109. | 

The Committee then calling tor the Rates for the Poor, which were 
made in Conſequence of theſe Orders of the Veſtry, it appeared, that 
theſe Rates were entered, as if made in a legal Manner, being ſaid to 
be aſſeſled by the Rector, Churchwardens, ſome of the ancient In- 
habitants, and ſigned by tWo Juſtices, according to the Form preſcrib- 
ed by the Act of 43 Eligabeth. And, | | 

Mr. William Godfrey, the Veſtry Clerk, being called in, was requi- 
red to inform the Committee, Whether a publick Notice was always 
given to the proper Officers and Inhabitants to meet for the making 
of the Poor's-Rate as the Law requires? He faid, That ſuch Notice 
was conſtantly given. Being asked, Whether the Inhabitants did at- 
tend by Virtue of that Summons ? He faid, They did: But being 
turther queſtioned, Whether by Inhabitants he meant Inhabitants ar 
large, or only ſuch Inhabitants as were of the Select Veſtry ? He ac- 
knowledged, they were only ſuch as were Members of the Veſtry ; 
and that no others attended, as he remembers, except in the Year 
1740, when the Diſputes at Law aroſe between the Partth and the 
Vettry. Being then asked, Why the other Inhabitants did not atrend ? 
He anſwered, Becauſe the Veſtry, being a Select Veſtry, thought 
they only were intended by the Word Inhabitants. . 

He conteſſed, The Veftry propoſed and ſettled the Poor's-Rate be- 
fore it was offered to the Juſtices to ſign : And being then asked, .It 
this Rate, when once ſettled by the Veltry, was ever, in any ue 

altered 


17 

altered afterwards by the Juſtices? He ſaid, Never, except in one 
Inſtance, and that was in the Year 1740, after the Pariſh had con- 
teſted their Rights at Law with the Veſtry. | 
Mr. Miller, a Juſtice of the Peace, being examined, informed the 
Committee, 'That he had been frequently at the Veſtry when they 
made the Poor's-Rate, and he was the only Juſtice of the: Peace 
prefent. 


Mr. Fabrie being examined as to the levying the ſaid Rates, ſaid, 


That he was diftrained, by an Order of the Select Veſtry, for Non-pay- 
ment of the Watch-Rate rhat was about September or October 1140. 
Being ſummoned to attend the Veſtry upon this Account, he demanded, 
Whether they ſat there as a Veſtry, or a Petty-ſethons, they an- 
ſwered, As a Veſtry: He then complained of the Rate, and they 
told him, They would diſtrain if he did not Es He ſaid, That it 
was an illegal 1 
were over-rated, many under-rated, and many not rated at all The 
Veſtry then told him, If he would {wear that he had been over-raced, 
they (the Veſtry) would reduce him; but he told them, They could 
not legally alter the Rate after it had been ſigned by the Juſtices.— 
He theretore refuſed to ſwear ; but that, while he was with the Veſtry, 
many other Perſons offered their Complaints and were ſworn in his 
Preſence; and that, thereupon, the Veſtry ordered they ſhould be re- 
duced, and that he ſaw the Veſtry-Clerk, at that Time, alter the 
Rate in Purſuance of the ſaid Orders of the Veſtry. 

Mr. Philips, a Grocer, being examined, ſaid, That, upon Icoking 
into the. Rates, he obſerved himſelf rated more than he ought to have 


been; he complained, and he was told, He ſhould appeal to the Veſ- 


try; that he did, that Mr. Turner, a Laceman, and a Veſtryman, 
treated him at firſt in an ovcr-bearing Manner ; but that, after ſome 
Diſcourſe, he (the ſaid Turner) ordered the Veſtry-Clerk to alter the 
Rate in his Favour, which he did, and he was accordingly reduced 
from 401. to 35. and that only one Juſtice of the Peace (Mr. Fragier) 
was preſent at this Meeting of the Veſtry. | 4 

Mr. Thomas Middleton, the Collector, being examined as to the Me- 
thod of levying the Watch- Rates, acknowledged, That when Perſons 
complained of being oyer-rated, the Veſtry verbally gave him Leave 
(going with the Churchwarden, or Veſtry-Clerk, the former of which. 
he looks upon as the Umpire of the Veſtry) to collect leſs than the 


Rate aiter it was ſigned by the Juſtices ; but that he has no Written 


Order for that Purpoſe ; and being asked, VV hat the Abatement might 
generally be, he ſaid, That as to the Watch-Rate in particular it a- 
mounted to about 1400. per Annum; but that he collected not above 
1000), Being then detired to acquaint the Committee, In what Manner 


he made thoſe Abatements ? he taid, He did it by a Mark upon a blue 


Leaf which was kept in the Book tor that Purpofe : And being fur- 
ther queſtioned, To whom he gave in his Accounts, and from whom 
he received his Acquital ? He ſaid, He delivered them to the Veſtry- 
Clerk, who caft them up for him, and that he looks upon the Veſtry- 
Clerk's Ap -obation to be his Acquital; that he is never queſtioned 
further ; that the Veftry knows he collects in thts Manner, and char 
he takes leſs than the Rate; that they never found Fault with him 
for ſo doing, nor make any further Enquiry, of him, and are ſatisfied 
With the Account in his own Hand-Writing: That the Accounts, 

Atter 


b , 


ate, becauſe there were many Eraſements in it ; many. 


— o—R—_ 
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aſter they are caſt up for him by the Veſtry-Clerk, are laid before 
the Veſtry, andshe knows nothing of what paſſes afterwards. 

Mr. Godfrey being again called, was examined as to the making and 
levying ot Rates, and confeſſed, That the Veſtry did reduce parti- 
_ cular Perſons in the Rate, upon the bare Memorandum of the Col- 
lector on the blue Leaf. He faid firſt, — groom make a Memo- 


randum likewiſe, that the Perſons ſo reduced were over-rated ; but 
acknowledged atterwards, That tho* two or three Juſtices were ſome- 
times preſent, yet this Buſineſs was ſometimes tranſacted in the Pre- 
ſence of one Juſtice of the Peace: And at laft confeſſes, That once, 
within theſe twelve Months, it had been done by the Veſtry withour 
any one Juſtice ; but ſaid, He could nor recollect any other Inſtance. 
Whereupon the Petitioners produced an Order of Veſtry, which 
they called, An Order of Petty-Seſſions, when only one Juſtice of the 
Peace was preſent. 
Mr. Miller informed the Committee, as to the levying the Rates, 
That, in ſome Caſes, the Juſtices have reduced the Rate upon the Oath 
of the Party, and in ſome upon the Credit of the Party without an 
Oath : Thar the Veſtry give Notice to the Juſtices, and order them 
roattend when there is to be a Day of Appeal ; bur that the Veſtr 
attend likewiſe, and the Buſineſs is done in a Veſtry : That the Juſti- 
ces give a Sanction to it; but that they are meer Cyphers, and that 
the Veſtry govern and manage all theſe Matters; that there are gene- 
rally eight or ten Veſtry- men preſent, and ſometimes two Juſtices, 
ſometimes one, and ſometimes none at all; and that the Veſtry do 
what they will in every Thing. | us 
HhHeing asked, Whether the Power of abating legally lay in the Juſ- 
tices or in the Veſtry? He anſwered, That, if the Juſtices give their 
Opinion, it juſt ſignifies nothing; that if they attempt to comptrol 
the Veſtry, they over-power and brow-beat them ; and that in one, 
when he defired to look into their Management, Mr. Turner, the 
Laceman, then in the Chair of the Veſtry, told him, That if he went 
on in that Manner, he would get him turned out of the Commiſſion 
of the Peace. Being then queſtioned as to the Power of the Veſtries, 
to relieve, upon Oath, after the Rate was legally ſigned, he ſaid, 
It was the common Cuſtom of a Select Veſtry, and he did not care 
to eontend with them in any Thing. : 

Your Committee obſerved many Eraſements in the Rates, both in 
the Sums and in the Names, frequently no leſs than three or four in 
a Page, particularly in the firſt Rate to the Watch for the Year 1736, 
Folio 14, where William Meeks, George Erriugton, a Coach-maker, and 


Veſtryman, and Mary Oliphant, were entered upon an Eraſement. 


In the ſame Book, and in the fame Rate, Folio 2, Entries of the 
Names of James Gaſcoigne, and Foſeph Creſwell, in like Manner. In 
the ſame Book, Folio 4, an Eraſement both in the Rate and Money- 
Column. In Folio 11, two Eraſements; and in Folio 10 no leſs than 
five in the Money-Column only. 

Mr, Godfrey, Veſtry-Clerk, being examined in this Particular, and 
the Book of the Watch-Rate Spur-Alley-Tard, 1740, being produced, 
and an Inſtance thewn of a Name eraſed in Folio 8, he anſwered, That 
it was erated becauſe it was reported by the Collector to be an empty 
Houle, and that there were ſometimes three or four Tenants in it in 
one Year, which created Confuſion. The ſecond Rate of the Watch 
tor the ſame Year being produced, and a Name appearing to be altered, 

| Folio 
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Folio 69, he ſaid he could not tell by whom that Name was altered. 
Being asked, Whether he had any Authority to make any Alterations 
after the Rate was ſigned by the Veſtry ? He anſwered, Only to 


alter Blots; and endeavoured to convince the Committee, that theſe 


Eraſements were only on account of Blots, or on account of Miſtakes 
in copying from the former Rates, which he corrected before the 
Rates were ſigned by the Veſtry. | 

Mr. Miller informed the Committee, That the Rates ought to be 
fair, without Eraſement, when the Juſtices fign it; but that he has 
never taken much Notice of the Rates, or of Eraſements in the Books, 
before he ſigned them; for that ſeven or eight Veſtrymen make the 
Rate, and then it is brought to the Juſtices, and he apprehends it a 
Matter of Courſe to ſign it: But that, once, upon the Book being 
brought to him for Payment, he obſerved many Eraſements, which he 
believed to have been made after the Juſtices had confirmed the Rate. 
Upon which he complained, but was anſwered, That it was done b 
the Veſtry, and was told by the Collector, That after the Juſticgs 
had ſigned, the Veſtry made the Eraſements. 

Thomas Middleton, the Collector, being further examined as to an 
Eraſement in the firſt Watch-Rate, 1738, over-againit the Name of 
Dr. Pierce, Rector, in which he was reduced, anſwered, That it was 
altered by Order of the Veſtry after the Rate was ſigned; and that 
he was reduced again, in the next half Vear, by an Eraſement like- 
wiſe, becauſe he claimed to be totally excuſed: But that, upon the 
late Uneaſineſs in the Pariſh, on account of the Conduct of the Veſ- 
tries, he has, ſince that Time, been raiſed again. 

Dr. Pierce, Vicar of St. Martins, being examined, ſaid, That he 
had paid the Watch- Rate from the Time of the Commencement of 


the Act, which was in the Vear 1736. That he was firſt rated at 
40 J. and that his Houſe is worth as much; but that it was altered 
after wards from 40 to 30/. He acknowledged, that this was done 
without a regular Complaint, the Collector only taking of him at the 
Rate of 30. per Aunum. That, the Gentlemen of the Veſtry thought 
this reaſonable, becauſe it was a new Tax; and that his Predeceſſors 
had been uſually excufed all other Pariſh Taxes, becauſe they never 
demanded the Burial Fees tor the Poor ; which Burials might amounr 
to Joo in each Year. He cannot anſwer by whom his Rate was re- 
2 but ſince that Time he has conſented to be rated at 40 J. per 
Antm. 

The Agents conceiving they had ſufficiently proved that the Veſtry 
aſſeſſed and levied the Watch-R are, and that they aſſeſſed that of the 
* 40 deſired that the Acts of Parliament might be read relating to 
And, it appeared by the Watch-Act, 1736, That, the Veſtry, and 
two Juſtices of the Peace of the City and Liberty of Neſlminſter, 
are impowered to make and confirm the Rate. 

Whereupon the Agents tor the Petitioners obſerved, That the Juſ- 
tices could not comptrol the Veſtry in this Matter. 

And, that the Veſtry taking upon them to make Eraſements, and 
to alter the Rate, after it was ſigned by the Juſtices, was, in Eflect, 
the fame Thing, and the ſame in its Conſequences to the Pariſh, as if 
the Juſtices were not at all concerned in it; ſo that they humbly ap- 
prehended it to be a mere Evaſion ot the Law. 

- RS 
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As to the Poor's-Rate, the Law requires by 43 Hg. That 
this Rate ſhall be made and afleſſed by the Churchwardens and Over- 
ſeers of the Poor, with the Conſent of two Juthces of the Peace; 
they therefore conceived, the Veſtry, in making the ſaid Rate, have 
acted contrary to Law; and they took Notice further, from the Evi- 
dence that had been given to this Head, that the Fornis obſerved in 
the Words prefixed to the Rates, were anImpotition on the Publick ; 
tor, that the Veltry did, in fact, appear to make the Rates, tho* they 
were in ſome Caſes ſigned by the Juſtices, in the Manner that the 
Law directs. 

Laſtly, That the Afſumptivn of theſe Powers, contrary to Law, 
by the Veſtries, was of fatal Conſequence to the Pariſh ; for that, 
they were thereby obliged to engage in expenſive Suits at Law, to 
detend their Rights, in which they contended under the greateft Diſ- 
advantage, ſince the Veſtry detended themſelves with the Pariſh Mo- 
ney ; and to defend this Allegation, they produced an Order of Ve- 
try dated the 27th of November 1740. (Vide Appendix Numb. IV.) 
W hen the Inhabitants having appealed againſt the Rate tor the Watch, 
That all Charges at Law, in Defence of the Veſtry, ſhould be 
© paid out of the Watck-Rare, and that Mr. Clarke, Mr. Lia, and 
6 — Sollicitor Strange, ſhould be retained as Council in this Be- 
6 half.” | 

The Agents for the Petitioners. then proceeded to prove, that the 
Veltry audit the Accounts of the Parith. 2 915 

And they produced ſeveral Books of Accounts audited by the Veſ- 
try, and, among others, the Poor's Account of 1734 and 1735 ; alſo 
of the Year 1738, audited in the Year 1740; alto an Ortler in the 


Veſtry Minutes the 2gth of March 1725, (Vide Appendix Numb. V.) 


for a Committee to audit the Accounts; as likewile a Report made 
from the Committee to the Veſtry, on February the 4th in the ſame 


Year (Vide Appendix, Numb. VI.) concerning the Application of 


the Poar's Money to the Church Account, which was then allowed. 


Willam Godfrey, the Veſtry-Clerk, being then called in, was di- 
rected to inform the Committee in what Manner the Watch Accounts 
are audited by the Veſtry? He ſaid, That the Veſtry receive the 
Books of Account, which he, or his Clerk, cafts up, and then lay them 
before the Veſtry: And being asked, Whether he apprehends it his Duty 
to caſt up every Page before he preſents it to the Veſtry? He ſaid, 
He concei ves it is: That the Veſtry look upon the Account, caſt up 
two or three Pages, and takes the reſt for granted, that he reckons 
Abatements and Arrears in one Account ot Arrears, and that the 
Veſtry never examine whether he does or not. Being asked, W he- 
ther he compares the Account of the Collector with the general Ac- 
count delivered to the Veſtries? He ſaid, He does. Being asked, 
Whether the Veſtry ever reprimanded the Collector for taking leſs 
than the Sums aſſeſled? He ſaid, That they often had, Hundreds of 
Times; for he abates without Order of Seſſions, and ſometimes with- 
out Order of Veſtry; but let him (the Veſtry Clerk) complain ever 
ſo often of the Collectors Proceedings, it would not ſignify, for he 
was accuſtomed to account under the Burgeſſes Court, before the 
Watchact paſſed, when it was a diſeretionary Rate, and he got into ſuch 
a Way that he cannot get out of it. Being asked, If the Veſtry had 
not Power to remove him? He ſaid, They but they never offered 

; ro 
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to remove him; that the Collector excuſed himſelf always by ſaying, That 
the Inhabitants paid leſs Rents than they were rated at; but that neither 
the Veſtry-Clerk, nor the Veſtry, inquired after it any further, and that 
he was never made to account by the Veſtry. And being asked, Whe- 
ther, if.this be the Manner of accounting, the Collector might not receive 
the Whole, and account fot leſs? He acknowledges, That he might. 


The Agents for the Petitioners then produced the firſt l. s. 4. 
Rate to the Watch 1736, Folio 14. The Total of the 


Collection, as caſt up in the Book, was $7 ee 
But upon caſting up the Sums, Article by Article, the 
Total appeared to the Committee to be age 


So chat the Totals, caſt up by the Veſtry Books, appeared to be 
deficient 105 in this Page. Upon which the Committee called for the 
Leidger Book of the Pariſh, in which the Total of each Page are entered, 
and the Sum there entered appeared to be 21 156d, whence it was appa- 
rent, that, in the Account of this one Page alone, there was a Sum of 
105 received more than was accounted for to the Pariſh. 


The Agents for the Petitioners then produced the ſecond J. di. 
Rate to the Watch for Spur- Alley-F/ard for the Year 1740. 
Folio 2. and in this Page the Total of the Arrears, caſt up 


in that Book, was e 
But being caſt up, Article by Article, the Money paid 
ſhort of the Aſſeſſment, was no more than 9 19 0 


Yet this Arrear was carried into the Leidger, according 
to the falſe Total, as caſt up in the Book, and allowed in 
the Pariſh Account; ſo that there was a Sum in this Page, 


not brought to Account, of 6: 4. 
In the ſame Book, Filio 3. the Total of the Arrear in 

the Rate Book for that Page, and thence carried into the : 

Leidger, was | „ | g EE 20-9 
But upon caſting up this Page, Article by Article, the 

Money paid ſhort of the Aſſeſſment appeared to be no 

more than | © 37 10 


So that the Sum not brought to Account in this Page, 
amounte( to | GS =O 
In the ſame Book, Folio 4. the Total of Arrears, as 
caſt up at the Bottom of the Page, and carried forward to 


the general Account of the Pariſh, was but 3:10 9 
But the Page being caſt up, Article by Article, the 

Money paid ſhort appeared to be no more than $5 
So that the Sum not brought to Account in this Page is ©o 7 _ O 


In the ſame Book, Folio 6, the Total of the Arrear, 
as caſt up at the Bottom of the Page; and carried forward 


to the general Account of the Pariſh, was PUG 
But this Page being caſt up, Article by Article, the 

Money paid ſhort appeared to be 8 
So that the Sum not brought to Account in this Page is o 5 oO 


In the ſame Book, Folio 7, the Total of the Arrear, as 


caſt up at the Bottom of the Page, and carried thence to 
the general Account, was 


Bur 


121 


But this Page being caſt up, Article by Article, the J. 3. d. 

Money paid ſhort appeared to be no more than 2 
So that the Sum not brought to Account in this Page is „ 
Tho” the whole Aſſeſſment in the Page amounted to no 

more than | n 
And, in Folio 21, of the ſame Book, the Total of 

Arrear, as caſt up at the Bottom of the Page, and carried 

to the general Account, was R 
But this Page being caſt up, Article by Article, te 

Money paid ſhort appeared to be no more than F 
So that the Sum not brought to Account in this Page, 

amounted to | 1 


In this Page it appeared to the Committee, That, out of the whole Sum 
aſſeſſed, which was but 31 os 4d. the Sum paid to the Pariſh, was no 
more than 6s 84. and that of the Remainder 1/ 8s 84 was abated after the 
Rate was ſigned, and without any legal Warrant; and 1/55 received, 
and never accounted for, 

The Committee having obſerved Inſtances of the fame Nature, almoſt 
in every Page which they examined in this Account, ordered William 
Godfrey, the Veſtry-Clerk, to be called in. 

And being asked, In what Manner the Accounts are audited by the 
Veſtry? He ſaid, That he and his Clerk, having caſt up the Books, they 
are laid before the Veſtry: That he apprehends it to be his Duty to caſt 
up every Page before he lays the Account before them; and that he 
compares the different Accounts with the grand Account, which he de- 
livers to them; but being ſhewn the Books of the Year 1740, he ac- 
knowledged, That he had not compared that Book. 

Being asked, Whether he reckons the Abatements and Arrear in one 
Article of the Arrears? He anſwered, That he always does. Being asked 
further, If the Veſtry examine him, whether he accounts in that Manner? 
He ſaid, That they do. 

Being queſtioned, Whether the Veſtry take it as a ſufficient Anſwer, 
that he, or his Clerk, having compared the Books? He ſaid, They do, and 
that the Veſtry take two or three Hours in caſting up two or three Pages, 
and take the reſt for granted, leaving him to examine the Remainder. 
The Watch-Book being then produced, and an Inſtance being ſhewn 
where the Arrears were returned greater than in Fact they appeared to 
be, he ſaid, That he believed the Collector received the Money after 
the Account for the Year was cloſed. 

And being asked, Whether the Monies ſo received, after the Account 
was cloſed, were accounted for to the Pariſh? He ſaid, That they never 
were. 

Being further asked, Whether the Collector's Accounts were made u 
according to the Leidger ? He ſaid, They were: Whereupon the Leidger 
was produced, and it appeared to the Committee, that the Collector had 
accounted ſhort to the Pariſh 18s 24 in that Inſtance : To which he ſaid, 
That the Fact was evident, but that it probably would never have been 
diſcovered if this Inquiry had not been made. 

Your Committee not having met the Day following, upon their next 
Meeting, the ſaid William Godfrey defired to be examined again to this 


Particular, and endeavoured to account for theſe Deficiencies before- 


mentioned, by an Article in the Watch-Leidger, ending May 1741. of 


14/135 11d, which he faid was Money collected upon the old Rate, be- 
tween 
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tween the 26th of July and the 2oth of Auguſt, 1741. and, being asked 
for the Particulars, he ſaid, The Collector had them. | 

Whereupon the Agents for the Petitioners obſerved, That, in the laſt 
Day's Examination, he (William Godfrey) had declared the after Collec- 
tions were never accounted for. 

The ſaid William Godfrey being further queſtioned, Why the Arrears 
were carried into the Leidger different from the Arrears in the Books 
from which they are taken? He gave no Anſwer but, That his Clerk was 
to blame.—And being then asked, Whether he was not paid for making 
up theſe Accounts? Whether it was not his Duty to do it? And, Whether 
he was not accountable for the Errors of his Clerk ? He anſwered, That 
he was paid; and that it was his Duty to do it; but that he cannot attend 
to every Thing. Being further asked, Whether it was not his Duty to 
caſt up the Sums 2 He acknowledged that it was. Being then queſtioned, 
Whether he had done it five Times, four Times, thrice, twice or once 
ſince he had been Veltry-Clerk? He confeſſed, That he could not take 
upon him to ſay, that he had done it once. 

Being then deſired to inform the Committee, Whether any of the 
Particulars of the groſs Accounts are laid before the Veltry ? He ſaid, 
That he could not tell, but, he believes, they may be laid before 
them by the Collector. Being then required to acquaint the Committee, 
How this Matter paſſed] in the Veſtry ? He ſaid, That he laid before 
them the Totals of the Account, and all the Vouchers ; that two Veſtry- 
men uſually examine the Receipts, and caſt up here and there a Page; 
that he 1s preſent with his Vouchers ina Bundle ready to produce as they 
are called for. But being particularly asked, W hether the Vouchers, for 
the Receipts, were produced in the Year 1741. the Year in which the 
Committee then enquired ? He acknowledged, That nothing was then 
produced bur the groſs Account, 

And being then required to ſay ſtrictly, Whether the Veſtries do not 
take his Account without examining into it all? He at laſt owned, He 
could not ſay but that they might have taken it without Examination, 
except in one Inſtance. | 

The Agents for the. Petitioners produced an Order of Veſtry of the 
27th of July, 1741 (Lide Appendix, Numb. VII.) wherein it appeared, 
That the Veſtry audited the Account of Thomas Aſiddleion, Collector 
for the Watch-Rate, ending May 1741, and audited the 27th of July 
following; and that they ordered the {aid Collector to pay the Ballance 
to Mr. Thomas Siddall. 

The Committee then obſerved, That the Sum of 4/ 155 11d. which 
was an Article in this Account, and which Mr. William Geafrey, the 
Veſtry-Clerk, had produced to obviate the Objection made, as before- 
mentioned, to the Collector's Account, and which he endeavoured to 
perſuade the Committee to take as Money in Arrear, collected after 
the Account had been made up, between the 27th of July and the 20th 
of Auguſt following, was either a Mifrepreſentation of the faid William 
Godfrey, or an Article inſerted after the Books had been audited, fince 
the Books were audited and confirmed. upon the ſame 27th Day of Fuly, 

17413 ſo that no Sum received after that Day, or between that Day 
and the ſaid 20th of Auguſt, could, unleſs fraudulently, find Admiſſion 
into that Account, which was finally cloſed before the Receipt thereof. 

The Agents for the Petitioners here reſted their Evidence with Regard 
to that Part of their Charge relating to the auditing the Pariſh Accounts 
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by the Select Veſtry, concluded as to this Head with the following 


Obſervations, | 


iff, That the Pariſh Accounts are kept and audited in ſo looſe and 
negligent a Manner, that the Pariſh was expoſed to the Danger of being 
defrauded of great Sums of Money thro' the Means thereof. 

2ly, That the Veſtries being not only impowered by the Watch-A&, 
made in 1736, to audit the Watch- Account, but required by the ſaid 
Act to examine the ſaid Accounts, had either not acted in Purſuance of 
the Law, if they had neglected to examine, which it was proved they 
had done in many Inſtances, by the Evidence of William Godfrey, or that 


if they had examined the ſaid Accounts, they had been guilty of a great 


Breach of Truſt in doing it with ſo little Care. 

54ly. That the ſaid Veſtry, in auditing the Accounts of the Overſeers 
of the Poor, had ated contrary to Law, the Act of 43 Elizabeth expreſly 
requiring this to be done by two Juſtices of the Peace. 


The Agents for the Petioners then proceeded to make good their next 


Allegation, that the Veſtry aſſeſſed the Rates unequally and partially; 
and in this, they ſaid, they confined themſelves chiefly to the Rate for 
the Watch. | 1 | 

And as to this Point, to ſave the Time of the Committee, they referred 
to the Evidence which had been already given, under the Head of aſſeſſing 
and levying, in the Caſe of Dr. Perce, Vicar of St. Martin's, and who 
had been reduced from 40/ to go! per Ann. who had affirmed, That his 
Predeceſſors, the Rectors of the faid Pariſh, had been excuſed the Pay- 
ment of all Rates, which the Petitioners apprehended to be warranted by 
no Law whatſoever. | | 

They then produced the Watch-Rate, 1739. Fhlio 21. whereby it ap- 
peared, That George Perkins, a Veſtryman, was reduced from 250 to 
150). per Ann. | | 

They offered next, the Book of the ſecond Rate to the Watch for Spur- 
Alley-Ward, 1739, Folio 58, by which it appeared, That tr” Maiddle- 
ton, a Veſtryman, was rated in the Year 1739 at 1387. in the Year 1740 
at 140!, and that he was reduced in the Year 1741 to 100f, and the Pe- 
titioners obſerved, that in the Year 1739, the Pariſh not being then rated 
at the Rack -Rent, and complaining of the Rates, the Rates was raiſed 
to the Rack-Rent in the Year 1740, when the ſaid George Middleton was 
advanced as before obſerved ; but that the Pariſh, in the Year 1741, 
purſuing their Difpates no further, and being then quieted, tho' the Rate 


continued at the Rack-Rent for the whole Pariſh, this George Middleton 


was then reduced. 

The Agents for the Petitioners then offered to the Inſpection of the 
Committee the Leidgers for the Watch-Rate for the Years 1739 and 
1740, to prove the Partiality of the Veſtry in aſſeſſing themſelves, 


And the Committee found, that the grofs Aſſeſſment Rs ep 
for the Watch-Rate in this Parifh, in the Year 1740, 
amounted to e 

And that of the Year 1739, to T3907 $83 


— 


So that the Aſſeſſment was increaſed in the Year 1 „ * 1 


Which was an Increaſe upon the Inhabitants at large 1 Fifch nearly. 
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The Committee then procteded to examine, Whether 
the Members of the Veſtries were increaſed in the fame 
Proportion, and in Order to ſave Time, they took the 7575 
Rate of one Half Year, beginning 1740, and examined { 5. di. 
the Rates of eleven of the Veſtrymen, as they happened 


to occur, which amounted to 668 © © 
And they likewiſe examined the Rates of the ſame | 

eleven Veſtrymen, for the half Year ending 1739, which 

amounted to | 629g © 0 
So that this Aſſeſſment was increaſed upon the Mem- 

bers of the Veſtry, no more than 1-Seventeenth, nearly 0 


By which it appeared to the Committee, that the Pariſh at large were 
increaſed in their Rates, in a much larger Proportion, than the Mem- 
bers of the Veſtry at this Period of Time. | 

And the Petitioners concluded this Head of Evidence, with an Obſer- 
vation upon the Quantum of the Watch-Rate, which they apprehended 
to be much greater than the Occaſions of the Service did demand. In 
Proof whereof, they produced the Collections from the Year 17306, to 
the Year 1740, incluſive, which amounted, at a Medium, to 945 l. per 
Ann. and which was ſufficient to ſupport the Expence. They likewiſe pro- 
duced Proof, that the Debt of the Pariſh, on this Account, in the Year 
1739, amounted to the Sum of 384, 175. 7 d. 

From whence they inferred, That the Sum neceſſary to be raiſed 


upon the Watch Account, for the Year 1740, amounted to the Sum of 
1043 l. 175. 7d, 


And they then produced the Aſſeſſment for the Year 1740, which 
amounted to 1390 J. 13 5. 14. So that the Pariſh was aſſeſſed in the 
Year 1740, a Sum of 2461. 155. 64d. more than at the End of the 
Year 1739, appeared ſufficient to defray the Expences of chat Year. 

The' Agents alſo produced the Watch-Leidger, by | 


which it appeared, that, notwithſtanding the extraordinary 


Aſſeſſment, for the Year 1740, in that Year was re- J. 5. d. 
ceived and accounted for, including Arrears of former 


Years, no more than 987 18 3 
That the Disburſments of that Year were 900 15 8 
And conſequently chat the Surplus was 7 


Which, from a Collection, tho? ſo greatly ſhort of the Aſſeſſment, left a 
Ballance to diſcharge the Debt of the Watch Account; ſo that, as they 
conceived, this extraordinary A ſſeſſment was abſolutely unneceſſary, 
and laid the whole Expence of that Year upon thoſe Inhabitants who 
could be prevailed upon to pay it, whilſt others thinking it illegal, re- 
fuſed fuch Payment, becauſe a leſs Aſſeſſment by 1 Fifth, had formerly 
anſwered all Charges of this Account. | 

The Agents for the Petitioners then proceeds to proye the illegal Ap- 
plication of the Pariſh Money by the Veſtries. 

And they obſerved to the Committee, That this Matter ſeemed al- 
ready in good Meaſure proved by 41everal ſtrong Inſtances under the 
laſt Head, where they had fhewn ſo many Sums, carried falſe to the 


Pariſh Account, and ſo much more received upon the Rates than was 
accounted for, | 
| And, 


116 
And, that it was likewiſe proved by Order of Veſtry, dated the 25th of 
December 1740. (Vide Appendix, Numb. IV.) That all Charges at Law, 
in Defence of the Veſtry, ſhould be paid out of the Watch - Rate, which 
they apprehended to be an Application of the Pariſh Money illegal, as 
it was dangerous to the Liberties and Properties of the Petitioners. 
But for further Proof, 0 enn | 
They laid before the Committee, the Churchwardens Account of the 
Year 1726. In which Book, Folio 70, 71, there appeared two Entries 
of Intereſt Money, ariſing from 230 l. of the Pariſh Money, in  Soutb- 
Sea Annuities. --The firſt of which Entries was of 2/7. 175. for one 
Quarter's Intereſt upon the Sum aforeſaid, due at Michaelmas 1923, 
The ſecond Entry conſiſted of a Sum of 11/7, 105. faid to be re- 
ceived in full of one Year's Intereſt upon the ſame Security, due at Lady- 
Day laſt. | 
** Committee found no Date to this Entry, nor was the Year fo 
much as ſpecified, ſo that it was impoſſible to aſcertain the Time ex- 
actly; but it was evident from the Book, that the Lady-Day mentioned 
in the Entry, was either in the Year 1725, or 1726; and in one Caſe it 
appeared, that there was an Intereſt of one Year and Half, and in the 
other Caſe, an Intereſt of rwo Years and a Halt upon this Sum, which 
had not been accounted for to the Pariſh, | 
The Agents for the Petitioners then produced a Report, dated February 
the 4th 1725, from the Auditors of the Accounts of Mr. John Walker, 
Churchwarden for the Year 1724, That they had audited, examined, 
ard found the ſame to be juſt, fave only that by an Order of Veſtry of 
the 24th of February 1724 laſt paſt, for impowering the Borrowing 
of 7501. for paying for building the Workhouſe lately erected in this 
Pariſh, and towards buying Neceſſaries for the ſame, Part thereof 
had been applied to the Church Account, and therefore they had not 
ſigned the ſaid Accounts, but deſired the Leave of this Board fo to 
do.“. Whereupon the Veſtry made the following Order: That this 
Board apprehending that the Money ſo applied to the Church Ac- 
count was thro? Inadvertency, it was therefore ordered, That the ſaid 
Auditors be impowered to ſign the ſaid Account.“ (Vide Appendix, 
Numb. VI. | 
Another Entry, dated the 23d of December 1741, was then read, 
which is as follows. (Vide Appendix, Numb. VIII.) 
Mr. Churchwarden Tucker acquainted the Veſtry, That he had re- 
ceived of Mr. Thomas Siddall, Freaſurer of the Money ariſing on the 
Watch-Rates within this Pariſh, the Sum of 87 J. 165. 3d. 3, the 
Remainder of the Sum of 142 J. 12 5. 1 d. being the neceſſary Charges 
and Expences of paſſing the Act of Parliament made for the better 
regulating the Nightly Watch and Bedels, within this Pariſh, and 
heretofore advanced out of the Church Money, by Mr. Peter Foumard, 
Churchwarden of this Pariſh for the Year 1735; and that William 
Bannifter, Churchwarden for the Year laſt paſt, has advanced divers 
Sums, of his own proper Money, for the Service of the Pariſh, during 
the Courſe of this Year. Agreed and Ordered, That the ſaid Mr. 
Tucker do pay to the ſaid Mr. William Banniſter, the Sum of 607. on 
Account, and take a Receipt for the ſame. 
* The Veſtry being informed, that Benjamin Martin, a Collector of the 
Duries on Houſes and Windows within this Pariſh, had received divers 
sums of Money, in S folk-Street Ward, on the Rate for raiſing thoſe 
ö = Duries, 
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Duties, and was dead; and that, notwithſtanding Diſtreſs had been 
made on the Goods and Effects, he died poſſefled of the Sum of 
361. 85. 6 d. ſo by him received, yet remaining unpaid to the Ge- 
neral Receivers of that Duty, and that the ſame is required, by Act 
of Parliament for granting thoſe Duties, to be made good by this 
Pariſh. 6 

« Agreed and Ordered, That, Mr. Churchwarden Tucker be, and is 
hereby deſired to pay the {aid Sum of 367. 85s. 64. and to take a 
proper Receipt from the Receivers General for the ſame.” 

W hereupon the Petitioners obſerved, That, as they apprehended, the 
Veſtry had made an illegal Application of the Pariſh Money, by con- 
firming the Accounts of Thomas Walker, Churchwarden in 1724, who 
had diverted the Money ariſing from the Poor Account, to that of the 
Church; that they had acted in the ſame Manner in advancing out of 
the Poor's Money in 1735, the Sum of 142/. 125. 104. for the Ex- 
pences of procuring the Act for the Watch ; and that the Application 
of 261. $5. 64. out of the Account of the Churchwarden, to anſwer 
Inſolvencies of a Collector of the Window Tax, and likewiſe contrary 
to Law. | 

And they obſerved, That this Method, befides many other Inconve- 
niencies, kept the Pariſh always ignorant whether the Sums raiſed upon 
them for each Rate were neceſſary or not, ſince, under this Pretence of 
applying the Money ariſing from each Rate, to Purpoſes diſtinct from 
the Rate, the Inhabitants never could be certain whether they were juſtly 
taxed or not; that they were expoſed thereby to many Expences at the 
Caprice of the Veſtry, in which they were never conſulted, and which 
they were unable to prevent, and ſubject to ſuffer by great Miſappli- 
cations, and partial Diſſipations of the Money of the Pariſh. 

And, to ſhew that this was not a bare Surmiſe, but an Evil which 
they really ſuffered under, 

They produced the Books of the Churchwardens for the Year 1726, 
under the Article of Money disburſed on Account of the Poor, which 
contained the following Articles : 

| 1 


Folio 50. Oftover 20. For a Dinner and Breakfaſt to the 
Ringers, at the Conſecration of the Church 18 O 10 
The 26th ditto. For a Dinner and Expences at a Vi- 
ſitation | 
Folio 51. June 22, Expences making a Scavenget's 
Rate | 7 3 7. Þ» 
Fuly 29. Expences on the Ringers, as by an Order of 
Veſtry, whereby the Churchwardens were impowered to 
treat the Ringers in ſuch Manner as they ſhall ſee proper "M3 We 


1-2-6 


Ditto. For a Dinner for the Bedels C20 
To the Duke of Somer/et's Park- Keeper, for a Preſent of 
Veniſon $4: 
To Expences, by Order of Veſtry, on a Dinner upon 
the Gentlemen who were Judges of the Organ | 23-6 
Ditto. Chuſing Churchwardens $ 19 6 
_ Jbid. Folio 77. Expences at making the Half Year's Rate 
for the Poor, 2d Oclob. 1726 | —— -S a4 < 
Folio 79. Ditto. For making another Half Year's Rate 
for the Poor, April 20 ; 10 15 6 
E Tile 
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The Committee being deſirous to ſee the Conduct of the Veſtries in 
this Reſpect in ſome latter Account, called for that of, the Year 1739, 
audited the 17th of April 1740, in which they obſerved the following 


Articles : 


3 
To the Duke of Somerſel's Park- Keeper 2 12 6 * 
For a Viſitation Dinner 13 6 0 [ 5 


The Poor's Account, and Church Account of 1733, 1734 and 1733, 
as audited and allowed by the Veſtry, was then laid before the Comittee, 
and under the Head of Benefaction for binding out Apprentices, who 
were called Sir Charles CotterePs Penſioners, your Committee obſerved a 
very extraordinary Entry, vix. 

To of the Pariſh of bound to J. 5. d. 

the Sum of 3 $9 


And in a Repetition of the ſame Article, with Blanks, 

another Sum of hs 
The Agents fot the Petitioners then produced Mr. 

Turner the Churchwarden's Account of Sacrament Wine, 


for the Year 1726, which amounted to „ 

And the Committee being ſurprized at ſo large a Sum expended for 9 
that Purpoſe, called for the Vouchers of that Account; by which it ap- 3 
peared, not only that ſeveral Quantities of Wines were charged in ſingle * 


Bottles and Pints, and in a Manner which ſeemed not to be for the Ser- 
vice of the Church; but, that above One Third of the Wine charged, 
was Sack, Hock, White-wine and other Liquors, which, as they ap- 
prehended, were never uſed in the Celebration of that ſolemn Cere- 
mony, 

Your Committee, rather willing to conceive this done in a ſingle In- 
ſtance, than a conftant Practice, called for an Account of Part of the 
Year 1727, ending June 24, which amounted to 104, 75. and upon 
Sight of the Vouchers, it appeared, that more than Half of that Sum, 
viz. 51. 105. 94d. was charged for Sack, White-Wine, Oranges, Su- 
gar, Butter and Glaſs-Bottles. "i 

The Committee likewiſe obſerved, That the Article of the Ringers, in N 
the Churchwardens Account, which appeared to them Extravagant, no = 
leſs being expended upon this Head alone, between the Years 1726 6 
and 1738, than 304. 135. which amounts to more than 251. per Ann. E 

The next Particular under this Head obſerved by your Committee, 9 
was an Article in the ſame Book, Folio 51, 1726, For Fees and Gifts, 9 
on receiving his Majeſty's Bounty of 1500 J. for furniſhing an Organ, a 
which is fer down in one groſs Sum of 118 J. 155. but no Vouchers 
or Particulars of this Account appeared to your Committee. 

The Agents for the Petitioners then proceeded to ſhew the great 
Prices which the Veſtry allow to the Tradeſmen who ſerve this Pariſh, 
and are Members of the Veſtry. 

And they accordingly produced the Account of Glaziet's Work, done 
by Mr. Corner, a Veſtryman, in the Year 1730. 

They then called in 

Mr. Charles Cairne, one of the Kings Glaziers, to give his Opinion 
to the Committee, upon the. Articles therein mentioned, 


An 
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An Article was then read, for pinning ſeveral large, and ſeveral ſmall 
Windows of the Church, in which the large were charged at 25. 6 d. 


each, and the ſmall at 15. 


With Regard to this Charge, Mr. Cairne informed the Committee, 
That 15. 6 d. was a very ſufficient Price for the large Windows, and 
9 4. for the ſmall. | 

Another Article was then read, conſiſting of Square Glaſs ſet in Lead 
for the ſame Uſe, which were charged at Six-pence each: To which 
Mr. Cairne being examined, ſaid, That the King was charged Three- 
pence and no more for the ſame Species, 

There was likewiſe an Article for pinning 20 Caſements at 15. each, 

in the Church Account; and Mr. Cairne informed the Committee, 
that his Majeſty was charged no more than Six-pence for the ſame 
Work. 

The Petitioners then produced the Churchwardens Book for the Year 
1738, allowed and ſigned by the Veſtry and two Juſtices, Samuel Gray 
and Colonel Burton, in which Acccunt the Committee obſerved an Ar- 
ticle, dated the 26th of April in that Year, for 48 Yards of Velvet for 
two Palls, at 27 5. per Yard. | 

And Mr. John Andrews, Undertaker, being called in and queſtioned 
what Quantity of Velvet was neceſſary to make two Palls? He ſaid, 
The beſt and largeſt Pall contained 20 Yards, and the Price of the 


Velvet was 1/. 2s. per Yard, and that the common Pall contained but 


16 Yards, at 18 5. 


The Sarſnet, in the ſame Account, for lining the two Palls, being 
charged at 45. 6 d. per Yard, Mr. Andrews was asked as to the uſual 


Price of Sarſnet ; and he informed the Committee, That he never gives 


more than 25. 64. for that Uſe, and that there is no Sarſnet at the Va- 
Jue of 45. 6 d. per Yard. 


The Agents for the Petitioners then proceeded to ſhew the extravagant 
Encreaſe of Expence to the Pariſh in the Article of Candles for the 
Watch, and the Difference in this Account when an Inhabitant at large 
furniſhed the Candles, and when they were furniſhed by a Member of 
the Veſtry 3 and they premiſed, that the Number of the Watch were not 
increaſed during the Time whereof they propoſed to ſpeak. 

The Books of the Watch Account being then produced, it appeared, 
that, in the Year 1736, the Pariſh was ſerved by one Killingwortb, and 
amounted to no more than 250 Dozen, which was 62 J. 10s. 10 d. *. 


In the Beginning of the Year 1737 the ſaid Killing- 
worth furniſhed 49 Dozen, Value | I HO | 
But one Vibert, a Veſtryman, being introduced into the 
Buſineſs ſoon after, furniſhed, the Remainder of that Year, 
a further Quantity of 322 Dozen 4 Pounds, Value 80 11 10 


Which amount in the- Whole to 371 Dozen 4 Pounds, 
Value | 


93. -232- -'9 


So that upon the Admiſſion, of a Veſtryman into this Buſineſs, tho' 
but in a Part of the Year, the Quantity of Candles charged to the Pa- 


riſh, was 121 Doz. and 4 Pounds more than before, and the Expence 
encrealed 32 J. 15. 4 d. 1. 


The 
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The ſame Vibert likewiſe furniſhed Candles in the Year 1738, 39, 40, 
which Years the Charge was as follows : 


„ 7. 

In 1738 348 Doz. Value „ 
1739 343 Doz. Value 104 13 © O 
1740 338 Doz. 7 Pounds, Value 5 


Whereupon, the Petitioners obſerved, That the Nights were not 
longer in the Years 1738, 39, 40, than in the Year 1736, with which 
they concluded this Head of Evidence. 

The Agents for the Petitioners then proceeded to the Article in the 
Petition relating to the ſecreting of Accounts from the Pariſhoners. 

But as to this Head, they ſaid, They ſhould not give the Committee 
much Trouble, the Fact being notorious in the General, and claimed 
from the Nature of a Select Veſtry.—That they ſhould, therefore, con- 
fine themſelves to the Watch- Books only, which, by Act of Parliament, 
they apprehended themſelves to be intitled to ſoe. 

And then the Act for regulating the Nightly-Watch in this Pariſh be- 
ing read, it appeared, That the Petitioners are intitled, by that Law, to 
ſee the Totals of all che Accounts relating to the Watch whenever they 
ſhall ſo require. | 
Mr. Fabrie being then called in and examined, faid, That in the Year 

1740, thinking himſelf aggrieved in the Watch-Rate, he applied to the 

Veſtry to ſee the Rates, and determined to try the Matter at Law; but 
being no Veſtryman, the Veſtry ſeveral Times refuſed him the Books, 
only they produced a Leidger, which contained the bare Totals of the 
Sum collected, which could give no Information; and he was told, This 
was all he had a Right to ſee. — That he only asked to look at the Books, 
and was refuſed. That he appealed to the Juſtices at the Quarter- 
Seſſions 3 that they conſtrued the Law in a different Senſe, and gave him 
an Order to ſee all the Books of that Account. But even after this, the 

Clerk, Churchwardens and Veſtry men ſhuffled him for ſome Time; that, 
after ſome Interval, they ſent ro him to let him know, That he might 
have a Sight of the Books an Hour in a Day ; that they allowed him this 
Liberty the firſt Day to make Extracts ; but Mr. Banniſter, the Church. 
warden, attending the next Day, hindered him, and ſaid, The Juſtices 
had no Power to make ſuch an Order; yet, at length, he was allowed 
a Copy of them, for which he paid Four Guineas. 

Mr: Henry Williams being examined to the ſame Particular, ſaid, That, 
before the Appeal to the Quarter-Seſſions in October 1740, he demanded 
a Sight of the Watch-Books, and attended Mr. Godfrey, the Veſtry-Clerk, 
two or three Times, but could not obtain the Peruſal of any of them. 
That after the Order of the Quarter-Seſſions beforementioned, with a 
View to delay, they interrupted them in their Search, and allowed them 
but two Hours in a Day.—That Mr. Banniſter, the Churchwarden, in- 
terrupted them, and ſhut up the Books, notwithſtanding the Order; and 
tho” they attempted no other Uſe of them than to make Extracts. And, 
at laſt, when they procured the Copies, it was but a few Days before the 
Trial. 

The Agents for the Petitioners then proceeded to prove, That the 
Veſtry choſe Officers of Profit and Truſt, . impoſed burthenſome Offices 
on ſome, and excuſe others for pecuniary Conſiderations. 

And they produced the Minutes of the Veſtry of the 9th of December, 
1726, by which it appeared, that the Pariſh-Clerk was nominated by the 


Vicar, 


' 
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Vicar / Dr. Pierce, and approved by the Veſtry (Lide Appendix, Numb. 
wy of the 7th of March, 1726, by which Mr. Theophilus Cale 
was appointed joint Organiſt with Mr. Weldon, (Vide Appendix, Numb. X) 

And a Third of the 23d of April, 1740, when the Veſtry choſe Milli- 
am Godfrey to be Veſtry-Clerk (Vide Appendix, Numb. XI) 

And they were ready to have proceeded further to other Officers in the 
Pariſh, but the Committee thought this ſufficient to this Point. 

To prove that the Veſtry elect Churchwardens, they produced the 
Veſtry-Book, containing, An Order of Veſtry, dated April the 7th, 1726, 
by which Mr. Turner and Mr. Houſe were nominated Churchwardens 
(Vide Appendix, Numb. XII) and another Order of the x 1th of the faid 
Month, by which they were confirmed and choſen. (ide Appendix, 
Numb. XIII * 

Mr. Fabrie being then examined, he ſaid, That he attended laſt Zaſter- 
Monday in order to the Election of Churchwardens, but that he was ſhut 
out of the Veſtry by the Veſtrymen, as were alſo Two Hundred more of 
the Pariſhoners at large. | | — 

That the Pariſhoners conceiving it to be the Right of the Inhabitants 
at large, to chooſe Churchwardens, tried the Matter at Law in the King's 
Bench ; that they loſt their Cauſe, as they apprehend, by wrong Manage- 
ment, not being full enough in their Evidence td prove, That the Veſtry 
of St. Martin's was not a Veſtry by Preſcription: So that the Cuſtom 
' was allowed to ſtand againſt the Inhabitants. 

The Petitioners then produced a Minute of the Veftry of the 224d of 
April, 1736. (Vide Appendix. Numb. XIV.) which is in the following 
Words : | | | 
Mr. James Freeman is nominated to be ſenior Churchwarden of this 
Pariſh for the preſent Year, 
© This Board then proceeded to the Nomination of a junior Church- 
* warden to ſerve with the ſaid Mr. James Freeman for the preſent Year, 
and Mr. George Erringion was nominated to ſerve with the faid Mr. James 
Freeman. | 

Mr. Abel Aldridge acquainted this Board, That Mr. George Errington 
« deſired the Favour of this Veſtry to be excuſed from ſerving the ſaid 
Office, on his paying a Fine of 20!/. for the Uſe of the Poor of the ſa id 
© Pariſh, and that the Veſtry would accept the ſame.—It is therefore 


ordered, That the ſaid Mr. George Errington be. excuſed from ſerving 


* 


the ſaid Office, on his paying the ſaid Fine of 20l. for the Uſe aforeſaid. 

* This Board then proceeded to the Nomination of a junior Church- 
warden to ferve in the Room of Mr. George Errington, and Mr, James 
Hay was nominated Churchwarden for the preſent Year. 

Mr. Walter Turner acquainted this Board, That Mr. James Hay 
deſired the Favour of being excuſed from ſerving the ſaid Office of 
 Churchwarden, upan his paying a Fine of 20/. for the Uſe of the Poor 
of this Pariſh, and that this Board would be pleaſed to accept the ſame 
It is therefore ordered, That Mr. Fames Hay be excuſed from ſerving 
the ſaid Office, on his paying the ſaid Fine of 20. tothe Uſe aforeſaid. 
© This Board then proceeded to the Nomination of a Churchwarden 
in the Room of the ſaid James Hay, and Mr. Daniel Bell was nomi- 
nated Churchwarden for this preſent Year. 

Mr. William Leeſon acquainted this Board, That Mr. Daniel Bell de- 
fired the Favour of being excuſed from ſerving the ſaid Office ot Church- 
warden, upon his paying a Fine of * for the Uſe of the Poor of 
7 this 
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this Pariſh, and that this Board would be pleaſed to aceept the ſame. 
It is therefore ordered, That the ſaid Mr. Daniel Bell be excuſed from 
ſerving tlie ſaid Office, on his paying the ſaid Fine of 20/. for the Uſe 
* aforeſaid. | 
© This Board then proceeded to the Nomination of a Churchwarden to 
« ſerve in the Room of the ſaid Mr. Daniel Bell, and Mr. Benjamin Cox 
was nominated Churchwarden for this preſent Year. 

Mr. Churchwarden Freeman acquainted this Board, That Mr, Benja- 
min Cox deſired the Favour of being excuſed from ſerving the Office 
of Churchwarden, on his paying a Fine of 200. for the Uſe of the Poor 
of this Pariſh, and that this Board would be pleaſed to accept the ſame, 
It is therefore ordered, That Mr. Benjamin Cox be excuſed from his 
ſerving the ſaid Office, on his paying the ſaid Fine for the Uſe afore- 
ſaid. 

This Board again proceeded to the Nomination of a Churchwarden 
in the Room of the ſaid Mr. Benjamin Cox, and Mr. Robert Walon was 
< nominated and choſen Churchwarden for this preſent Year, and accepted 
© the ſame accordingly.” 

Whereupon the Agents obſerved, That, however they might be re- 
ſtrained from complaining, that the Veſtry took upon them to elect 
Churchwardens, contrary to the Law of the Land, and the Uſage in moſt 
other Parts of the Nation, by the late Determination in the Court of 
King's Bench in Favour of the Veſtry; yet, that no Law did warrant the 
Exerciſe of a Power in that Body to excuſe Perſons regularly nominated 
to that Office, or to receive Money in Lieu of that Service; and that 
they had, in this ove Year, and in Regard to this Office, only excuſed 
four Perſons, and received no leſs than 8ol. for that Favour, as the 
term it. That as to the juſt Application of the Money ſo raiſed, they 
allowed it to have been applied for the Uſe for which it was ſaid to be re- 
ccived ; but that there was a very heavy Rate levied conſtantly for the 
Poor of the Pariſh, notwithſtanding the Receipt of theſe Sums: And 
chat they conceived, That this Rate was the only legal Proviſion for the 


a a a ____ iz 


Poor. They obſerved likewiſe, That this Power opened a Field to great 


Partiality and Injuſtice, and enabled the Veſtry, for ever, to excuſe their 
Friends, and to lay the whole Burthen of Pariſh Duties upon ſuch Perſons 
as was obnox1ous to them. | * 


They then proceeded to prove, That the Veſtry likewiſe elected their 
Overſeers of the Poor. | 

And an Order of Veſtry of the ſame Date with the laſt was read (Lide 
Appendix, Numb. XIV.) by which ſeveral Perſons were ſummoned to cake 
upon them the Office of the Overſeers of the Poor. 

As likewiſe another Order to the ſame Effect, dated the 3d of Avril, 
1729 (Vide Appendix, Numb. XV.) which was followed by one of the 
7th of the ſame Month, hin theſe Words, That if any Perſon be de— 
* firous to pay a Fine to be excuſed that Office, that the Churchwardens 
do likewiſe in this Cate, as in the former, take the Money for the Uſe 
of the Poor (Vide Appendix, Numb. XVI.“) 

Mr. Miller being, examined to this Matter of the Election of Over- 
ſeers of the Poor, informed the Committee, That the Juſtices know no- 
thing of the Election till the Warrants are (out of Form) brought to 
them to ſign, That in the laſt Year, 1741, upon the Diſputes 1n the 
Pariſh, he broke thro? this Practice, and conformed to the Act of Par- 
liament of 43 Eliz. but that, before that Time, the Veſtry choſe ſuch 
Overſeers as would dance after the Pipe of the Veſtrymen. 


Mr. 


ry * 
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Mr. Fabrie confirmed this Account of Mr. Miller, and ſaid, That 
the Veſtry continued to act in this illegal Manner till March 1741, when 
the Pariſh having commenced a Suit at Law againſt the Veſtry, out of 
the Apprehenſion that they ſhould be queſtioned for this, as well as other 
Branches of their Conduct, they came with a regular Method as to the 
Election f Overſcers. 

The Agents for the Petitioners then came to that Article of the Pe- 
tition, in which it was aſſerted, That the Veſtries, in general, managed 
all Affairs of the Pariſh ; and as to this Head they obſerved, That it was 
a notorious Truth, which had been fully. proved by the Evidence already 
produced to the Committee. That it was not advanced ſo much by Way 
of Charge againſt the Veſtries (ſince it was the natural Conſtitution of all 
Select Veſtries) as to obſerve a Fact, which, conſidering the Manner 
of their Management, was a great Misfortune to the Petitioners, 

They then proceeded to ſhew the Conſtitution of the Veſtry, and the 
Right upon which it was founded, which they obſerve would ſerve not 
only for the Pariſh of Sf. Martin, but allo to the Pariſhes of S7. Anne, 
St. James, and St. George Hanover- Square, they being formerly Members 
of, and, not many Years ſince, erected into diſtinct Pariſhes out of St. Mar- 
tin's by different Acts of Parliament, which all preſcribe, that they ſhould 
be governed by the Example of their Mother Pariſn. 

Mr. Fabrie being examined to this Particular, informed the Committee, 
That, upon the laſt Diſputes at Law, in which he was concerned, he has 
1 occaſion to examine the Conſtitution of the Veſtries, and found ſeveral 
1) ancient Entries which differed in Practices, but in the General ſeemed to 
. imply, that the Parjſh had been governed by a ſelect Number of the 
% Inhabitants from the Time of Queen Elizabeth. That in che Time of 

the great Rebellion, the Conſtitution ſeemed to have been altered; bur 
that, ſoon after the Reſtoration, viz. 1662, Twenty-three of the Inhabi- 

tants applied to the Biſhop of London tor a Faculty to conſtitute a Select 

Veſtry. Whereupon an Inſtrument was granted, appointing Fiity-two 
Inhabitants to be a Select Veſtry, with the Miniſter and Churchwardens, 
and ten to be a Quorum: That this Quorum being found too large, the 
major Part of the Veſtry applied by Certificate a ſecond Time to the 
Biſhop of London in 1673, who granted another Inſtrument, reducing 
the Quorum to the Number of Seven. 

And theſe two Inſtruments being produced to the Committee, 

William Godfrey, theVeſtry-Clerk, was called in: And being queſtioned, 
Whether the Veſtry acted under theſe Faculties? He ſaid, That he has 
known the Veſtry nine Years, and that they conformed to the Biſhop's 
Faculties before mentioned, . 

Being then asked, Whether the Veſtry conſiſted of Fifty-two? He 
ſaid, That Fifty-two was their Number, when compleat; but that they 
may, and do, neglect to fill up Vacancies as long as they pleaſe, and that 

5 they fill up themſelves, and chooſe their Succeſſors. 
13 Whereupon the Agents for the Petitioners took Notice, That they 
& thought themſelves in Decency obliged to avoid any Reflexions which 
8 might naturally reſult from the Inſtitution of the Select Veſtry, as it had 
been explained to the Committee 3 for though they ſhould have thought 
1 themſelves at Liberty to have offered Reaſons to prove, that the 
15 Biſhop of London had no Power to erect a Conſtitution of ſuch a Kind, 
1 as being contrary to the Common Law of the Land, which avows no 
N : Pariſh 
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Pariſh Government of ſuch a Nature: And though it was confeſſed, 
that the Veſtry ated under that Conſtitution of the Biſhop, and con- 
form'd themſelves thereto; yet, as Judgment had been lately given in 
the King's Bench, That this Select Veſtry ated by a preſcriptive Title, 
they ſhould be careful to ſay nothing that ſhould ſeem to claſh with the 
Determination of that Court: But they begged Leave to obſerve, that 


they were thereby deprived of all Hope of Relief from the Courts of 


Juſtice, againſt this excluſive and exceſſive Authority, void of all Comp- 
trol, and privately conducted and veſted in a Few, whe perpetuated their 
Government, by an arbitrary Election of the Members of their own 
Body, among themſelves ; and that they were therefore reduced to the 
Neretfity of this Application to the Legiſlature, from whoſe Wiſdom 
and Juſtice alone they hoped Relief. 

And here they cloſed what they thought fit to offer, with Regard to 
the Pariſh of St. Martin's. | 
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APPENDIX. 


Nums. I. 


At a Veſtry held in S.. Martin's Veſtry-Room, Sep- 


tember 21, 1725. 


PRESENT, 


The Rev. Zach. Pearce, Vicar, 
Roger Millert, Eſq; 

Mr. Malter 7 urner, 

Mr. Phillip Davis, 

Mr. Jobn Bell, 


Ordered, 


Mr. Villiam Grimes, 

Mr. Henry Haydock, 

Mr. William Bentley, 

Mr. John Sawcer, 

Mr. Abel Aldridge F Churchwardens 


That the Committee appointed to conſider of a Houſe in this Pariſh, 
tor the Lodging and Maintaining the Poor of the ſaid Pariſh, be ſum- 
moned to meet T o-morrow at Three of the Clock in the Afternoon, in 
the Veltry-Room, to examine the; Books for the Poor's-Rate, in Order 
to rectify- the Rents, and make the ſame more equitable for the next 


Half Tear's Rent. 
Ordered, 


Thar the Overſeers be ſummoned to be then attending with the Poor's 
Books, in order to be affiſting in reQifying the Rents for the Poor's- 
Rate, and that the Bedels be ſummoned to attend at Three &'Clock in 


the Afternoon in the Veſtry Room. 


This Board taking into their Conſideration, a Rate to be made for 
the Relief of the Poor, for the ſecond Half Year of this preſent Year, 
agreed, That one Shilling in the Pound mult be raiſed for the ſaid Half 


Year. 


Monday, April 7, 1740. 


St. Martin in the Fi elds; Eaſter- 


8 II. 


At a Veſtry held in the Veſtry- Room 
of the ſaid Pariſh, this 7th of April 


1740. 


PRESENT 


The Rev. Mr. Dean Pearce, Vicar, 
Mr. George Erring/cn, 

Mr. Abel Aldridge, 

Mr. Danie! Bell, 

Mr. Benjamin Goodiſon, 

Mr. H. Leeſon, 

Mr. Henry Warcopp, 

Mr. Walter Turner, 

Mr. Chriſtopher Harr is, 

Mr. John Sa weer, 


Mr. Benjamin Cox, 
Mr. John Croſs, 
Mr. J. Carpenter, 
Mr. Charles Haman, 
Mr. Robert Walſon, 
Mr. Peter Foumard, 
Mr. Thomas Siddall, 
Mr. Henry Haydoct, 


Mr. V. Hart, 
Mr. V. Banniſter, | Churchwardens, 
| This 


. 
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This Board taking into Conſideration, a Rate to be made for the 
Relief of the Poor of this Pariſh, for this preſent Half Year, is of 
Gpinien, That a Rate of E in the Pormd, will be proper 
to be made on all and every the Inhabitants of this Pariſn, and that 
the ſeveral Houſes be rated at the full Rent and Value thereof; and 
chat the Gentlemen pf the Veſtry be deſired to amend and be aſſiſting in 
che oV e ral Wards wherein they dwell, io making the ſaid Rate. 


Nu Mz. III. 
&: Martin in the Fields, , At a Veſtry held for the ſaid Pariſh, in the 
April 23. 1740. 5 Veſtry-Room thereof, this 23d. of April 1740. 


PRESENT 
The Rev. Mr. Dean Pearce, Vicar, . William Jones, Eſq; 
Mr. John Sawyer, Mr. Henry Warcopp, 
Mr. Chriſtopher Harris, Mr. William Hovwſ/e, 
Mr. John Jones, Mr. Lancelot Vibe tt, 
Mr. William Leeſon, Mr. Thomas Siddall, 


Mr. Benjamin Cox, 


Mr. Daniel Bell, 
Mr. William Haines, 


Mr. William Atkinſon, 


Mr. William Nind, Mr. Peter Joumard, 
Mr, Charles Haman, Mr. John Mallory, 
Mr. Henry, Haydock, Mr. Collet Mawhood, 
Mr. F-bn Kirk, Mr. James Hay, 
Mr. Avel Aldridge, Mr. Galfridus Man, 


John Huggins, Eſq; 
Mr. Fobn Carpenter, 
Mr. Falter Turner, 
Mr. John Croſs, 

George Errimton, Eſq; 


Mr. Andrew Drummond, 


Mr. Bare, | f 5 
Mr. V. Banniſter. [ Churchwardens. 
Mr. M. Twcker, Churchward. Elect. 


The Orders of the laſt Veſtry were read, Article by Article, and 
confirmed, except that Part of an Order concerning the making of a Rate 
of Eight-pence in the Pound, for the Relief of the Poor of this Pariſh, 
for the preſent Half Year, and the aſſeſſing of the ſeveral! Houſes at the 
full Rent or Value thereof; which, ſo far as relates thereto, is hereby 
repealed; and it is agreed by this Veſtry, That a Rate of Ten- pence 
in the Pound will be proper to be made for the Purpole a foreſaid, and 
that the ſeveral Houſes within this Pariſh, be rated only at 4-Fifths of 
the full Rent or Value thereof. 
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Nv MB. IV. 


The Parifh of 1 At a Veſtry held for the ſaid Pariſh in the Veſtry- 


Martin in the Fields. 


Room thereof, on Saturday the 27th of December 
1740, about the Nightly Watch and Bedels. 


PRESENT 


The Rev. Mr. Dean Pearce, Vicar. 


Mr, Daniel Bell, | 
Mr. William Leeſon, 


Mr. Thomas Siddall, 


Mr. Robert Watſon, 
Mr. Abel Aldriage, 
John Huggins, Eq; 
Mr. Jobn 7 ONES) 


Mr. 7ohn Carpenter, 

Mr. Lancelot Vibert, 

Philip Craig, Eſq; 

Mr, Collet Maubaad, 

The Hon. E. Southwell, Eſq; 
Mr. Foumard, 


Mr. W. Banniſter, 
Mr. M. Tucker, F Churchwardens. 


NU M3. V. 
At a Veſtry held in &.. Martin's Veſtry-Room, in St. Martin's-Lane, 
on Eaſter Monday, March 29, 1725- 


PRESENT, 


The Rev, Zach. Pearce, Vicar, 
Henry Southeell, Eſq; 
Mr. Zebn Bell, 

Mr: 7obn Hall, 

Mr. Wiliam Grimes, 
Mr. Thomas Head, 
Sir John Colebach, Knut. 
Mr. Henry Warcopp, 
Roger Millart, Eſq; 
Mr. Philip Davis, 

Mr. James Kainge, 


Ordered, 
That the Rev. Dr. Zach. Pearce, 
Henry Southwell, Eſq; 
Mr. Jobn Hall, 
Mr. Thomas Head, 


Mr. Henry Warcopp, 


Mr. Philip Davis, 

Mr. William Bentley, 
Mr. John Robinſon, 
Mr. Thomas Millington, 
Mr. Giles Harris, 


and the two Churchwardens and other Gentlemen of the Veſtry 
pleaſe, be appointed Auditors of the Churchwardens and Overſeers Ac- 


NU MB. 


counts of lait Year, 


Mr. William Bentley, 
Mr. Walter Turner, 
Mr. 7ohbn Kobinſan, 
Mr. William Leeſon, 
Mr. Thomas Millington, 
Mr. Jobn Creſwell, 
Mr. Ges Harris, 

Mr. Henry Haydock, 


Mr. F. Walker, | 
Mr. E | val | Churchwardens. 


Mr. Jobn Bell, 


Mr. William Grimes, 

Sir John Colebatch, Kant, 
Reger Millart, Eſq; 
Mr. James Rainge, 

Mr. Walter Turner, 
Mr. William, Leeſon, 
Mr. John Creſwell, 

Mr. Henry Haydock, 


that 
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Nu MB. VI. 


At a Meeting of the Veſtry, in &“. Martin's Veſtry-Room, February 
the 4th 1725. | 8 62 


PRESENT 1 
The Rev. Zach. Pearce, Vicar, Mr. Jobn Robinſon, 
Sir C. Desbouverie, Knt. | Mr. Thomas Boucher, 
Robert Mann, Efqz Mr. Giles Harris, 
Mr. William Leeſon, Mr. Henry Warcopp, 
Mr. John Hall, Mr. Walter Turner, 
Mr. Edward Bulpen, Mr. John Creſwell, 
Mr. Jobn Bell, Mr. Robert Burton, 
Mr. Thomas Head, Mr. Henry Haydock, 
Mr. George Gubert, Mr. Thomas Millington, 
Mr. Pauncefote Green, Mr. 5 
Mr. Colle: Mawbood, r. 7. Sawcer 
Mr. James Buffar, Mr. 4. Aldridge, } Churchwardens. 


The Auditors appointed to audit the Accounts. 


Mr. Jobn Walker, Churchwarden for the Year 1724 laſt paſt, reported 
to this Board, That they had audited the ſame, and examined the ſeve- 
ral Vouchers relating thereto, and found the ſame to be juſt, ſave only that 
by an Order of Veſtry the 24th of February in the Year 1724 laſt paſt, for 
the Impowering the Borrowing of 750. for paying for building the 
Workhouſe lately erected in this Pariſh, and towards buying Neceſſaries 
for the ſame, Part thereof had been applied to the Church Account, and 
that therefore they had not ſigned the ſaid Accounts, but deſired the 
Leave of this Board ſo to do. 

This Board apprehending, that the Money fo applied to the Church 
Account was thro' Inadvertency, it is therefore Ordered, that the ſaid 
Auditors be impowered to ſign the ſaid Accounts. 


Nums. VII. 


St, Martin) At a Veſtry held in the Veſtry-Room, in and for the ſaid 
in the Fields. C Pariſh, on Monday the 27th Day of Zuly, in the Year of 
our Lord 1741. | RP 


PRESENT 
The Rev. Mr. T. Taylor, Curate, Mr. Henry Narcopp, 
Mr. Walter Turner, Mr. Lancelot Vibert, 
Mr. Benjamin Cox, Mr. William Leeſon, 
Mr. Peter Foumard, Mr. John Carpenter, 
Mr. T * Siddall, | 
Mr. John Kirk, Mr. M. Tucker, 
Jobn Hug ons, Eſq; Mr. V. Wood : Churchwardens. 


The Account of Thomas Middleton, Collector of the two Half Year's 
Rates for the Nightly Watch, and Bedels of this Pariſh, for the Year 
ending on the 3d Day of May laſt paſt, being made and delivered to this 


Veſtry, 
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Veſtry, and a Ballance appearing to be due thereon from the ſaid Ac- 
countant of Five Pounds Twelve Shillings and Nine-pence ; It is Or- 
dered by this Veſtry, That the ſaid Thomas Middleton do pay over the 
ſaid Ballance into the Hands of Mr. Thomas Siddall, and that the ſaid 
Account, as well as the Account of all Monies received and paid in 
Purſuance of the Act of Parliament, be fairly entered in the Book, 
kept for that Purpoſe, on or before the 20th Day of Auguſt next. 


Nu Mz. VIII. 


Mr. Valter Turner, Mr. Abel Aldridge, 


1 St. Martin in the Fields, y At a Veſtry held this Day in the Veſtry- 
9 December 23, 1741. Room, in and for the ſaid Pariſh. 

3 PRESENT, 

2 The Rev. Dean Pearce, Vicar, Mr. Benjamin Cox, 

; Mr. George Erringlon, Mr. Robert Watjon, 

1 Mr. Thomas Siddall, Mr. Daniel Bell, 

-N Mr. William Leeſon, Mr. George Cure, 


F Mr. Benjamin Goodiſon, 
9 Jobn Huggins, Eſq; 


— > * "i > Churchwardens, 
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At a Veſtry held in St. Martin's Veſtry-Room, Dec. 9, 1726. 


FRESENT, 
The Rev. Dr. Pearce, Vicar, Samuel Grey, Eſq; 
Henry Southouſe, Eſq Mr. Jobn Creſwell, 


Mr. James Rainge, Mr. George Gilbert, 


Mr. Fames Buſtar, 


Francis Burton, Eq; 


Mr. Thomas Millington, 
Mr. Edward Bulpen, 


Mr, Jobn Walker, Mr. Henry Haydocł, 
Mr. Collet Mawhood, Mr. Giles Harris, 
Mr. Henry Drummond, Mr. William Leeſon, 
Mr. Thomas Boucher, Robert Mann, Eq; 
Fobn Huggins, Eſq; Sir F. Colebatch, Knut. 
Mr. Roger Asked, Mr. Edmund Aubery, 
Mr. Philip Davis, Mr. Jobn Hall, 
Mr. John Bell, Mr. Henry Narcopp, 
” Mr. David Rilmaine, Mr. Henry Perkins, 
| Mr. Pauncefote Green, Mr. Robert Burion. 
9 Mr. John Robinſon, Mr. V. Turner, A 
1 Mr. Richard Downes, Mr. W. Houſe, c ee 
3 


Wu The Rev. Dr. Pearce, having nominated and preſented Job Horſley, 
1 Batchelor of Arts, to be Pariſh-Clerk in the Room of Fe/epb Alliſon, 
8 & 1 Maſter 


30 
Maſter of Arts, deceaſed; this Board does unanimouſly approve there- 
of; and thereupon the faid Dr. Zachariah Pearce, has pronounced. the 
ſaid John Horſley to be Pariſh Clerk, and to enjoy all Fees, Perquiſites 
and Profits belonging to that Place. 


 NumMms. X. 


At a Veſtry held in St. Martin's Veſtry-Room, March 7, 1726. 


PRESENT, 
The Rev. Dr, Zach. Pearce, Vicar, Mr. James Rainge, 
Sir Chriſt. Desbouverie, Kant. Mr. Roger Askew, 


Sir Foba Colebatch, Kant. 
Jobn Huggins, Elqz 
Henry Southouſe, Eſqʒ 
Ricbard Miller, Eſq; 
Mr. Collet Mawhood, 
Mr. Pauncefote Green, 
Mr. James Buffar, 

Mr. Thomas Boucher, 
Mr. Fohn Bell, 

Mr. Giles Harris, 


Mr. George Gilbert, 
Mr. Villiam Leeſon, 
Mr. Jobn Walker, 
Mr. Edward Bulpen, 
Mr. Daniel Kilmaine, 
Mr. Jobn Creſwell, 
Mr. Henry Warcopp, 


Mr. V. Turner, 


Mr. W. Houſe, J Churchwardens. 


This Board proceeded to the Election or Choice of an Organiſt, to be 
Joint-Organiſt with Mr. Fobz Weldon, now Organiſt to this Pariſh, and 
Mr. Theophilus Cole was choſen Joint-Organiſt with the ſaid Mr, Weldon. 


Ordered and agreed, That the ſaid Mr. Jobn Weldon and Mr. Theo- 


?hilus Cole do alternately play this Pariſh Organ. 


Ordered and agreed, That the ſaid Mr. Jobn Weldon have twenty 
Guineas yearly for his Salary for playing this Pariſh Organ; and allo, 
that from the aforeſaid Time, Mr. Theophilus Cole have twenty Pounds 
yearly for his Salary for playing the ſaid Organ. 


April 23, 1740, 


St. Martin in the Fields, At a Veltry 


Nu MB. XI. 


held for the ſaid Pariſn, in the 
Veſtry-Room thereof, this 23d Day of April 


1740. 

PRESENT, 
The Rev. Mr. Dean Pearce, Vicar. Mr. W. Haines, 
Mr. Jobn Sawcer, Mr. V. Nind. 
Mr. Chriſtopher Harris Mr. Charles Haman, 
Mr. Jobn Jones, Mr. Henry Haydock, 
Mr. W. Leeſon, Mr. John Kirk, 
Mr, Benjamin Cox, Mr, 4. Aldridge, 


Mr. 


L311] 


Mr. Peter Foumard, Mr. Lancelot Vibert, 
Mr. John Mallory, | Mr. Thomas Siddall, 
Mr. C. Mawhood, © 5 Mr. D. Bell, 
Jobn Huggins, Eq; Mr. V. Atkinſon, 
Mr. Jobn Carpenter, Mr. James Hay, 
Mr. W. Turner, Mr. Galfridus Mann, 
Mr. John Croſs, Mr. Andrew Drummond, 
George 1 Els 8 | 
. Jones, Eſq; r. W. Hart, 
5 Henry Warcupp, Mr. W. Banniſter, | Churchwar dens 
Mr. W. Houſe, Mr. M. Tucker. Churchward. Elect. 


Upon Reading the humble Petition of John Godfrey, Praying, This 
Honourable Veſtry would be pleaſed to elect and chooſe him to be 

Clerk of the Veſtry of this Pariſh, in the Room and Place of William 
Head, who reſigned ; and the Queſtion being thereupon put, the ſaid 
John Godfrey was unanimouſly elected and choſen Clerk of the Veſtry 
of this Pariſh, in the Room and Place of the ſaid MVilliam Head, and is 
hereby ordered to give his Attendance thereon accordingly ; and that he 


have and enjoy the like Salary, Fees and Perquiſites as the ſaid William 
Head had and enjoyed. | RD 


NuMB. XII. 


At a Veſtry held in St. Martin's Veſtry-Room, on Maundy Thur/day, 
April 7, 1726. | 


: PRESENT, 
The Rev. Mr. Dean Pearce, Vicar. Mr. V. Grimes, 
Mr. Henry Sou tbouſe, | Mr. Thomas Boucher, 
Mr. V. Leeſon, Mr. G. Harris, 
Mr. Jobn Bell, Mr. James Buffar, 
Mr. Thomas Head, . Mr. 7obn Creſwell, 
Mr. Walter Turner, Mr. George Gilbert, 
Roger Millart, Eq; Mr. David Kilmaine, 
Mr. P. Davis, Mr. Pauncefote Green, 
Mr. 2 Askew, | 
Mr, Henry Haydock, Mr. J. Sawcer, 
Mr. John Hall Mr, 4 Aldridee, F Churchwardens. 


This Board unanimouſly requeſted Mr. Walter Turner, one of the Gen- 
tlemen of this Board, to accept of the Office of Churchwarden, in the 
Room and Place of Mr. Abel Aldridge; and he was pleaſed to accept the 
ſame accordingly. i SEE. 

Then this Board proceeded to the Nomination of a Churchwarden, to 


ſerve with the ſaid Mr. Valter Turner, for this preſent Lear; and Mr. 


William Houſe was nominated Churchwarden, to ſerve with the ſaid Mr. 


Walter Turner. 
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Nu uz. XIII. 


At a Veſtry held in St. Martin's Veſtry-Room, on Eaſter. Monday, 
April the 11th, 1726. 


PRESENT, 
The Rev. Dr. Pearce, Vicar, Roger Millart, Eſq; 
Henry Southouſe, Eſq; Mr. James Bu far, 
Mr. G. Harris, Mr. V. Turner, 
Mr. C. Mawhood, Mr. Henry Warcopp, 
Mr. Thomas Head, Mr. John Robinſon, 
Mr. V. Leeſon, Mr, Pauncefote Green, 
Mr. Daniel Kilmaine, | Mr. Roger Aster, 
Mr. V. Grimes, Mr. Jobn Hall, 
Mr. Jobn Bell, Mr. C. Haman, 
Mr. Thomas Boucher, Mr. Henry Haygdock, 
Mr. P. 9 * 7 bomas Millington, 
Mr. George Gilbert, r. J. Sawcer, 'X | 
Mr, A Bulpen, Mr. A. Aldridge, | Churchwardens, 


Mr. Walter Turner and Mr, William Houſe, are hereby choſen and 
confirmed Churchwardens. 


Nums. XIV. 


St. Martin L At a Veſtry held for the ſaid Pariſh, in the Veſtry-Room, 


in the Fields. Jon Maundy-Thurſday, April 22, 1736. 
PRESENT, 

The Rev. Dr. Zach. Pearce, Vicar, Mr. V. Leeſon, 

Mr. W. Turner, Mr. P. Davis, 

Mr. A. Aldridge, Mr. John Shackley, 

Mr. C. Haman, L Mr. John Carpenter, 

Mr. Roger Askew, Mr, Jobn Sawcer, 

Mr. W. Houſe, Mr. W. Haines. 

Mr. James Tickner, Mr. Chriſtopher Harris, 

Mr. Themas Young, Mr. Fohn Kirk, 

Mr. Henry Haydock, 

Mr. James Buffar, Mr. P. Foumard, 

Mr. Henry Warcopp, Mr. J. Freeman, | Churchward, | 


The Names of divers Perſons were this Day read at this Board, as 
Perſons fitly qualified for ſerving the Office of Overſeers of the Poor 
of this Pariſh for this preſent Year : It is therefore Ordered, That the 
ſaid Perſons be duly ſummoned to appear at this Board on Monday next, 
at Nine of the Clock in the Afternoon, to take upon them the faid 


Office, | 
NUMB., 
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Nu Mz. XV. 


At a Veſtry held in S7. Martin's Veſtry-Room, Manndy-Thur/day, 
April the 3d, 1729. 


PRESENT, 

The Rev. Dr. Pearce, Vicar, Mr. Henry Haydock, 

M. Gore, Eſq; Mr. Jon Bell, 

Francis Burton, Eqs Mr. Jobn Satocer, 

Robert Mann, F.\q; | Mr. Jobn Crefeell, 

Sam. Grey, Eſq; Mr. 4. Aldridge, 

Mr. C. Mawhood, Mr. C. Hann, 

Mr. W. Turner, Mr. George Gilbert, 

Mr. P. Davis, Mr. W. Leeſon, 

Mr. John 3 Mr. A. Small, 

Mr. Jobn Walker, Mr. Roger Askew, 

Mr. Henry Warcopp, Mr. James Rainge, 

Mr. Pauncefote Green, Ms. James Buffar, 

Mr. Thomas Boucher, a 2 Bulpen, 

Mr. Andrew Drummond, | 4r. C. Corner, | | 
Mr. Robert Burton, Mr. E. Impey, I Churchwardens, | 


The Names of divers Perſons were this Day read to this Board, as 


W fit and able Perſons qualified for ſerving the Office of Overſeers of the 
Poor of this Pariſh, for this preſent Year. 


7 


appear at this Board, on Monday next, at Eight of the Clock in the 
Forenoon, to take upon them the ſaid Office. | "4 


Nums. XVI. 


3 At a Veſtry held in Sr. Martiz's Veſtry Room, on Eaſter. Monday, 
= 7, 1729. | 


PRESENT, 


$i he Rev. Dr. Pearce, Vicar, Mr. Henry Haydock, 
r. Roper Askew, Mr. Thomas Boucher, 


. Pauncefote Green, Mr. Edward Bulpen, 
d 1. 7. . Mawhood, | 


Mr. Abel Aldridge, 

r. V. Leeſon, Mr. G. Gilbert, 
.. Jobn Walker, Mr. Jobn Creſwell, 
i * T. J ohn $a Wecer, Mr. Henry Farcep 3 
. James Buffar, Mr. P. Davis, 
. C. Haman, Mr. Giles Harris, 
7 Jobn Bell, Mr. James Rainge, 
, Grey, Eſq, Mr. Thomas Millington, 
ore, Elq; Mr. C. Corner, 

. Patlter Turner, Mr. E. Impey, _ | Churchwardens. 


5 


It is therefore Ordered, That the ſaid Perſons be duly ſummoned to 
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